Report to Council and Bureau: CHEMRAWN Committee

. Summary

Recent efforts by the CHEMRAWN Committee, conferences and workshops
planned for the next few years, Sgnificant follow-up activities, and the
development of a strategic plan have been reviewed in the March- April 2003
issue of Chemistry International. Thisreview is attached.

Members of the Council and Bureau can help support the work of the
CHEMRAWN Committee by:

- Recommending individuds to serve on the Committee or act as“friends’
in organizing conferences or carrying out a CHEMRAWN study or
workshop.

Cdling upon the Committee to provide a* Future Actions Committeg” for
one of your conferences where mgjor issues are discussed and a set of
findings and recommendations should be devel oped and disseminated and
Urging the Committee to address a particular issue with a conference or
workshop where there is broad interest throughout the chemical
community.

As has been the case in previous reports, the Committee continues to deal with the
issues of 1) obtaining funding of major conferences or finding less costly waysto
carry out our mission and 2) increasing the impact conferences, workshops and
studies through practical and actionable recommendations by the Future Actions
Committee, many of which can be implemented by the Committee or individuds
and organizations which it can directly influence.

[I. Support for the Six IUPAC Goals

The work of the CHEMRAWN Committee and the way it works directly support
al sx gods

Address global issues:

Each conference focuses on amgjor issue. Examplesinclude food security;
mitigation of greenhouse gases, sources of cleaner energy; chemigtry asatool
for sustainable development, pollution prevention through the redesign of
chemical processes, and adequacy of supply of pure water and sanitation.
Advance Research through scientific discussion
Thefindings and recommendations that come from each conference usudly
include instances where advances in research are warranted or have made
sgnificant contributions CHEMRAWN X1V highlighted the advances being



made in Green Chemistry and where research in the emerging field could
have amagor impact.

Assist Industry toward sustainable development, wealth creation, and
improvement of the quality of life.
Conferences on advanced materias for sustainable development, greener
manufacturing processes, and chemistry and water have dl focused on the
needs in industry and have been attended or anticipated to be attended and
supported by mgjor chemical firms.

Foster communication among chemists and organizations with
special emphasis on needs in developing countries.

Most conferences have dedt with issues of mgor import to the developing
world. We have been successful in having Committee members from
developing countries, and continue to plan a much delayed conference in sub-
Saharan Africa

Enhance education and the appreciation of chemistry globally.

One of the most difficult conferences to develop and hold was one focused on
educationd issues (CHEMRAWN X); especidly the education of indusdtria
chemisgts who will work for “trans-nationa” companies. We are seeking an
education component in al future conferences.

Increase the diversity in IUPAC bodies.

The membership for the CHEMRAWN Committee in 2004 should
accomplish this objective.

[ll. Closing Comments

It has certainly been both an honor and a pleasure to serve on the CHEMRAWN
Committee for the past ten years and chair the Committee for haf that time. The
Committee remains strong and enthusiastic, with a number of interesting and Sgnificant
conferences and workshops on its agenda. As| step down from the Chair, | hopeto
remain a“friend’ to the Committee,

Parry M. Norling
Parry.Norling@comcast.net
May 28, 2003
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* History of IUPAC 1919-1987, by R. Fennell (IUPAC, 1994), p. 263.

by Parry Norling

The CHEMRAWN series of conferences has been an essential way
for TUPAC to address issues that transcend pure science and have
important socio-political aspects. Over the past quarter century,
12 CHEMRAWN conferences have been held that brought together
experts in science and technology, including industrial leaders,
government policymakers, academic scientists, and members of
the general public. Together they have explored, discussed, and
debated how chemistry, chemical research, and chemical
resources can help meet a major human need or solve a major
problem.



Each conference has a Future
Actions Committee that develops
a set of perspectives and
recommendations that can be
widely distributed and in some
cases catalyze follow-up actions.
Following CHEMRAWN X1V, a
training session in green
chemistry was held in Thailand
and several new green chemistry
networks were established
around the world. Following
CHEMRAWN VII, a cooperative
atmospheric monitoring effort—
involving government,

academia, and industry —was
launched in the Peruvian
Amazon Basin to gain a better
understanding of carbon dioxide
fluxes to and from the forest
canopy.

At its September 2002 meeting
in Paris, the CHEMRAWN
committee discussed plans for
five additional conferences:

Xll-Senegal or South
Africa (2005) Chemistry,
Sustainable Agriculture,
and Human Well Being in
Sub-Saharan Africa (See
page 8)

XHI1-Pune, India (2003-
2004) Cleaner Energy
XV—Paris, France (June
2004) Chemistry and
Water

XVI-Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada (August 2003)
Forum: Innovation—from
Pure to Applied Chemistry
XVII-Kingston, Ontario,
Canada (2004-2005)
Greenhouse Gas
Mitigation

Several of these will be smaller,
less expensive workshops,
possibly "virtual conferences" or
"thinktank" studies, given the
difficulty in funding large
conferences, such as some past
events that cost as much as USD
400 000.




