O: Use of Abbreviations for Names of
Polymeric Substances (1986)

The l[UPAC Commission on Macromolecular Nomenclature believes that the time is opportune for anew
statement regarding the use of abbreviations for the names of polymers and polymeric materials.
Previous recommendations by this Commission were published in 1974 [1], and have been incorporated
into an expanded draft international standard by the International Organization for Standardization
(1S0) [2].

The Commission wishes to state that it has no intention, at present, of devising a new system of
abbreviations, owing to the inherent difficulty of assigning systematic and unique abbreviations to
polymeric structures. The Commission reminds the reader of the IUPAC policy on the use of
abbreviations in the chemical literature [3], which declares, in part, that: 'there are great advantages in
defining all abbreviations,..., in a single conspicuous place in each paper. Thisis preferably done near
the beginning of the paper inasinglelist'.

Indeed, we urge that each abbreviation be fully defined the first time it appears in the text and that
no abbreviation be used in titles of publications.

Those wishing to use abbreviations not contained in the 1974 document [1] may refer to the current
ISO list [2]. Both of these lists are reproduced below, for the convenience of the reader. It is to be noted
that the SO list uses nomenclature that is not necessarily in accord with [UPA C recommendations.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS FROM THE
IUPAC RECOMMENDATIONS 1974

PAN polyacrylonitrile

PCTFE poly(chlorotrifluoroethylene)
PEO poly(ethylene oxide)

PETP poly(ethylene terephthal ate)
PE polyethylene

PIB polyisobutylene

PMMA poly(methyl methacrylate)
POM poly(oxymethylene); polyformaidehyde
pp polypropene

PS polystyrene

PTFE poly(tetrafluoroethylene)
PVAC poly(vinyl acetate)

PVAL poly(vinyl alcohol)

PvC poly(vinyl chloride)

PvDC poly(vinylidene dichloride)
PVDF poly(vinylidene difluoride)
PVF poly(vinyl fluoride)

Reprinted from Pure Appl. Chem. 59, 691-693 (1987).
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NOMENCLATURE

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS FROM THE 1984
DRAFT INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 1043-1986*

Homopolymersand natural polymers

CA
CAB
CAP
CF
cMC
CN
cP
EC
EP
MF
PA
PB
PBA
PBT
PC
PDAP
PF
PUR
PVB
PVAM
PVK
PVP
S

UF
UP

cellulose acetate
cellulose acetate butyrate
cellul ose acetate propionate
cresol-formaldehyde
carboxymethylcellulose
cellulose nitrate

cellulose propionate
ethylcellulose

epoxide; epoxy
melamine-formaldehyde
polyamide

poly(l-butene)

poly(butyl acrylate)
poly(butylene terephthal ate)
polycarbonate
poly(dialyl phthal ate)
phenol-formal dehyde
polyurethane

poly(vinyl butyral)
poly(vinyl formal)
polyvinylcarbazole
polyvinylpyrrolidinone
silicone
urea-formaldehyde
unsaturated polyester

Copolymeric materials

ABS
A/MMA
ASA
A/EPDM/S
E/EA
E/P
EPDM
E/VAC
FEP
MPF
S/B
SIMS
VCIE

VC/E/IMA
VCIE/VAC

acrylonitrile/butadiene/styrene
acrylonitrile/methyl methacrylate
acrylonitrile/styrene/acrylate
acrylonitrile/ethylene-propene-diene/styrene
ethylene/ethyl acrylate
ethylene/propene
ethylene/propene/diene
ethylenelvinyl acetate
perfluoro(ethylene/propene); tetrafluoroethylene/hexafl uoropropene
melamine/phenol-formal dehyde
styrene/butadiene
styrene/a -methylstyrene
vinyl chloride/ethylene

vinyl chloride/ethylene/methyl acrylate
vinyl chloride/ethylene/vinyl acetate

*Partial, edited list from Reference[2].
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ABBREVIATIONS

VCIMA vinyl chloride/methyl acrylate
W/MMA vinyl chloride/methyl methacrylate
VCIVAC vinyl chloride/vinyl acetate
VCNVDC vinyl chloride/vinylidene chloride
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